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_ some of the Republicans seem. per- :

. "panel appears to be that, when the

j‘ took on a new Jife. s ik

%subcommlttee needs to:focus. fur-»
‘ther on-“the procedures of govern-.
i ment which -were:at work™. durma*
- and after the Billy Carter eplsode.
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By Lyle Denmston .
%, ¢ and Roberta Hornig
' "-. WashmgtonStar Staff Writers. ..

The Biity. ‘Carter investigations |
* have reached a critical point. They :
may lead on'to some major resuh,
" but they could also end without re-
. vealing anythxno more of signifi-

a,g

- In Congress and at the 3 usttce De- K
partment the dual probes.of: the
presxdent s brother and the govern- 4
- ment's reaction to him-are moving
into what appeal
final weeks. 7

_The prevailing-assessment,;in-~
both places, apparently is.that not *
much has yet turned up that could -
bring about important new charges
of mxsconduct or-actual chanves in .-
government, but that the potennal
is still there.- . 3

Within the sperml qenate J udtcx-
ary subcommittee, as it moves.on to
-its final two ‘weeks of hearings,

wu,\nx o

suaded now that the potential has. t
"just begun-to be fulfilled. B
-‘They -apparently: became per- 7

suaded of that after the testimony of
" Justice Department officials last -
- Thursday, raisiog a host of ques- -
tions about how some of the govern- ;.
- ment's top figures acted toward
Billy Carter and his problems asa-
foreign agent of Libya.
The view on the GOP side of the

hearmgs moved beyond what. Bxlly‘
_Carter himself- had done, and:
reached what federal officials had~
“-done about his situation, the probe

kA

“There_s clearly somethmg here
Sen;: arles" Mathias; 'R-Md., a'Sub-+
comrmttee mem er, i

Fnday
. The senator ‘indicated; that. the

" There hasalso been some sugges-

‘ question Cutler about his extensive

" partment’s investigation.;

. week of hearings -— will .cover-the-

_ nor;the continuing activity.at the
-department is likely to cause any
" further sensation, unless it were
" discovered that there had been sig-
‘nificantly more contact-between
. the: White House:and - Attorney
" General Civiletti about.the. case
«.than has already been brought out. ’

~"%This week, the subcommittee..

. and will make a start on the Wmte

to testity in a closed-door session

.be questioned closely- about his:

“investigation by the departnent s
¢ Office of Professional Respon51b11-
“ity;land there is one key issue in:
;. thatg nrobe that départmentofficials'’

i concede’may ‘cause the: ‘attorney”’
. general further trouble.:»

;10 days. or_soafter_key ¢ ev1dence
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plans to look further into the han-"
dling of intelligence documents’
mentioning Billy 7 Carter’s activities,

House phase of its investigation.
CIA Director Stansfteld Turner is

Tidesday, and White House Counsel
oyd N. Cutleristo appearata pub—

lic hearing Wednesday e
The subcommittee is expected to

contacts with Billy Carter’s lawyers
in the final stages of the Just.ce De-

Next week — probably the fxnal

activities of presxdenttal aides Zbig--
niew Brzezinski and Phillip J. Wtse
as well as several St e Department
officials. = %k
Brzezinski, the president’s na-
tional security adviser, is:likely to -

sharing of an intelligenceé report,
about Libya with Billy Carter on
March 31, and Appointments Secre-
tary Wise is expected to-be pressed
to say whether he tipped off Billy
Carter that the Justice Department
was movmt7 in on htm in June of
thisyear) . ©ix s

At the Justtce Department those~
in key posts suggest that nearly
everything there is to know about
the Billy. Carter episode is now out-
in the open, and that what remains
of the probe at the department prx~
marily isa cleanup ofloose ends. -

One high-renking aide closely in-
volved with the Billy.Carter case
said neither the probe in Congress:

walettls role is> sttll 1inder:

-That is the report by. the depart—v |
ment s chief investigator-on the
<Billy Carter case; Joel S. Lisker, that ;'
. Civiletti asked hlm to hold off for:

attempt to help Btlly Carter earn:

W “The picture I have,” ‘on ke}’ ax

attorney general has argied’
firmly that he did nothing at ail to |
“delay or interfere in.any way™
with the case, and that he did not go-
to the White House for.a June 17
meeting with President Carter with
the aim of strmmfr “a deal for
Billy. :
The internal mvesttvatxon o[
"Civiletti also includes an inquiry:
‘into whether Brzezinski acted im-’
properly or illegally in sharma'
intelligence data with Billy Carter. -
Those inquiriesare separate from |
the continuing activity of the de<
partmenrlnvesttvators who han-
dled the Billy Carter case itself. v
~Those, officials are still getting:
“leads" from:a wide variety of
:sources, one official said,’but: noth:
ing - of “major.’ significance’ has
turned up thatway so far. = -“L¥Eady
~One lead they are following 13}
that Libya paxd Billy Carter S”20 000-
:as'a reward for helping them gain:
‘access 160 the White House in late.
‘1979, and that the’ money was m-
tended as a gift, notaloan.-. :
Another lead being oursued is
that Libya made a further attempt |
‘to-gain influence in the United.
‘States through Billy Carter by seek-
ing to arrange a separate business |
transaction 1nvolnna food or agri-;
-cultural exports —a y deal that may
“have fallen through, just as did the

millions in commissions by letiing:
him obtain more .nbya 011 for. the
_Charter 0il Co. , :
The JustlceDepar‘ment will have
"to handle any.. possible -perjury:
- investigation that couid grow out of |
a variety of contradictory testimony:
.given by wnnesses in the Senate ]
hearmgs : 3
Some of the Billy Carter investi-
gators at the department; looking;
" beyond what.they have found ount:
* about the president’s. brother, say3
“they do not see evidence of swmfx-.._g
" cant misconduct by hwh-rankmO‘
_government officials.”.

saxd “is of a-flutter of activity == a;
‘notvery consequenual flutter — by}
< the president; Mr: Cutler, the attor-
- ney general, irying to fmd out what|
‘ was happenirg on a major event for-
the president, but with no ability to-
"getcontrol of that event because.
-they were zsotated from us: (the s
mvestlgators) ;

tion within the panel that Attorney:
. General Benjamin-R: ClVllettlS‘
:role, in particular; is,open to ques-3|
‘tion. You may: be in-some diffi
-*culty,” Sen..Robert Dole, R‘Ka
‘ told Civiletti at the Friday hearing:.
In addition,. Mathias. has:sug:z
gested that there may be more to0 be’
: Jearned. about attempts by. Libya to+ ' wait to see if Bill
BTN - y-Carter; vwould

,gammﬂuencem_thns country RIS ;register anyway; without direct.ac:;

) . stioniagainst him.'3 o

s turned up, ‘finally. freeing the de-]
& partment — after 13 months of prob-4
#ing —to act against Billy | Carter.’
v - Civiletti: msxsts ‘herdoes. not] -
rremember any such’ comment and-
}contends that, if he did say some-:
.thing like that, it could only ‘have]
‘meant he was urging the probers 10,4

The “law enforcement effort”
‘surrounding Billy Carter, that offi-:;
cial continued; was. dellberatelyf'f
kept.away from.top officials, and -
that took from them their option of ;
‘controlling it despite its potential’
for embarrassmg the president.;.

- Washington Star Staff Writer Phi

Gaxley con mbuted to this repor
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